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<Abstract>

An Exploratory Study on the Effectiveness of Economic
Education Programs for North Korean Defectors

Kyoochul Kim* - Sungshin Lee** - Chohee Pyo™* - Jiyong Kwak****

This study explores the effectiveness of an economic education program for North
Korean defectors. Participants’ economic knowledge and perceptions of economic life
were assessed before and after the program. For a subset of participants, demographic,
socioeconomic, and financial data were also analyzed in relation to educational outcomes.
Overall, the program improved participants’ economic knowledge and perceptions. Its
effects varied by year of birth, experience with supplementary work in North Korea, and
prior economic education, highlighting the need for tailored programs. This study
contributes by examining changes in economic knowledge, perceptions, and financial
behavior. Future research should verify these findings using larger samples and long-term

follow-up data.
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