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Abstract I —

Financial Education Contents Analysis

in Elementary Social Studies Curriculum

Kim, Jaegeun®

This study analyzes the evolution of financial education content elements in the Korean
elementary social studies curriculum from the 2007 Revised Curriculum through to the
2022 Revised Curriculum. The main findings are as follows. First, the 2007 Revised
Curriculum retained a relatively rich set of financial education elements within the
fourth-grade unit “Economic Life and Wise Choice,” along with basic financial-related
content in the “Wise Life" subjects at first and second grade. Second, in the 2009 Revised
Curriculum, the unit was retained, but the number of achievement standards decreased
from six to four; keywords such as income and savings disappeared from the achievement
standards, narrowing the focus to rational consumption and consumer rights. Third, in the
2015 Revised Curriculum, while production and consumption concepts were preserved
through the sub-unit “Production and Exchange of Needed Goods,” explicitly financial
concepts retreated further at the achievement-standard level, and fifth and sixth grade
achievement standards addressed the roles of households and firms, rational choice, and
international economic exchange only as part of a broader economic—growth narrative.
Fourth, the 2022 Revised Curriculum at the elementary level still do not contain the term
“finance,” instead centering on general economic concepts such as rational choice,
production-consumption, workers’ rights, corporate freedom and social responsibility, and
trade.

Key words Financial Education, Social Studies, Elementary Education, National
Curriculum, Elementary Financial Education Curriculum
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