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<Abstract>

Tax Education as Citizenship Education

: Exploring the Concepts and Possibilities

Jaegeun Kim*

This study aims to examine the reasons why tax education, despite its importance and
necessity, is under-represented and under-recognized in the education field and to explore
the possibility of tax education as a citizenship education as an alternative to the
traditional approach to tax education. The traditional approach to tax education has been
introduced and implemented as a means of achieving the nationalistic goal of securing
stable tax revenues for sound government finances, and a duty-oriented approach that
instills the value of duty to the state has been adopted as the dominant methodology. In
order to overcome the limitations of this traditional approach, 'tax education as
citizenship education' has been proposed, which aims to foster democratic citizenship.
Tax education as civic education can be organized in terms of knowledge, skills, values
and attitudes as follows. Knowledge areas may include the basics of taxation, basic
principles of taxation, tax systems and types, and tax controversies. Functional areas may
include resource utilization, payment and filing, problem solving, and social participation.
Values and attitudes may be taught and learned through a didactic approach, a

developmental approach, a value clarification approach, or a value analysis approach.

Key words: Tax education, economic education, Citizenship education, Tax literacy,

Standards for tax education
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