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<Abstract>

Exploring the Direction of Rational Choice and
Its Limitations in Integrated Social Studies

Tae Hwan Kim*

This study analyzed how the limits of rational choice are dealt with in the Integrated
social studies curriculum and textbooks to obtain implications for economic education.
The results of the study are summarized as follows. In the 2015 revised curriculum, the
limits of rational choice are presented with a focus on compliance with norms and public
interest, and the textbooks also consisted of various contents such as limits of rationality,
efficiency and equity, and market failure. In the 2022 revised curriculum, market failure
is clearly stated as an example of the limits of rational choice, so all textbooks presented
explanations and cases of market failure without much difference. In addition, concepts
such as efficiency, social welfare were used, but there was no specific explanation for
these, so a logical connection of the three content elements of rational choice, limits, and
market failure is necessary. Based on the analysis results, the following three suggestions
were made. First, it is necessary to logically and systematically connect the meaning of
rational choice and its limits with market failure. Second, it is necessary to enable
students to recognize rational choice and its limits from a civic education perspective.
Third, it is necessary to pay attention to the level and scope of concepts covered while
studying market failure. In addition, it is suggested to provide additional explanations in
the curriculum so that teachers who are not economics majors do not have difficulty

teaching market failure.

* Assistant Professor, Dept. of Social Studies Education, Chuncheon National University of
Education (ador252@cnue.ac.kr)
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