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2. A AMo| 3= 0j== 82
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<Abstract>

Economic Knowledge of North Korean Defectors

Jinsoo Hahn*

Economic knowledge is a fundamenta competency that an individua has to possess to
maintain sound daily economic activities, with growing vaue in a modern society. This
sudy anayzes the level of economic knowledge of North Korean defectors. There is a
sdient lack of economic knowledge among North Korean defectors. In paticular, they
need to understand economic concepts such as fiscd deficit and nationd debt, gains from
trade, effects of inflation, gross domestic product, scarcity and rationd choice, the role of
markets, and functions of money. The estimation results reved that income and the
desire for economic educetion are sgnificant factors to predict economic knowledge of
North Korean defectors. And those who are interested in economic issues dso have
higher economic knowledge scores. On the other hand, there is no evidence for gender
difference. Economic education programs currently provided for North Korean defectors
fal to contribute to improving their economic knowledge. As many North Korean
defectors demand economic education opportunities, the focus should be on supplying
target-specific programs in order for them to overcome their weak aress of knowledge.
Working incentives are aso needed to attract North Korean defectors who lack economic
knowledge but do not want economic education.
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